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1. The organisation of armed combat groups in all important factories was ordered
on 24 Fedb 58 by Ernst Wollweder Seoretary, of State for National Security, a
the meeting of 3ED (Socialist Unity Party) district delegates to elect delegates
$o the fourth annwal party conferendce.,

Suoh combat growps, small in numbers in some places, already have been organised in
60 peresat of the important factories in the Peoplels Republic (DER). The
Gistribution of arms 1s on the basis of the military importance.qf fhe plant and
is oomtrolled by inspectors of the ailitary Volkspolisei.

3« Back of these measures lies the remark of Soviet Foreign Ninister Nolotov as the
Berlin Pour Power Confersnce, that "a new 17 Jwn will never happen in the Boviet
Sene," and & _repori by Wollweder to.Karlshorst en comprehensive precautionary
Beasures of the Jecurity Service (88p) for factery sesurity.

¥, The arming of thess combat growps is to provide protection for the faotories and
prevent destruction of machinery or installations in strikes or rebellions. The
§roups are drilled %0 comtrol the important points in the plants and the feotery
m. '

5. The basic organisation of these seowrity troops is in groups of three men. In-
strustions for an alamm are: olose the fastory deors and man them with at leqst a
growp of three men; close all eommunicasing doors detween departuents to prevent
employess from geing from one department te another, These instruetions indicate
that the task ef the combat groups 1s not merely the protection of the faetory,
but also to stop the workers from leaving the factory watil police or troops arrive,
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6. only rolnblo\sxb members are chosen for the combat groups, and are accepted
only after checking through the central party apparatus.. The selection is made
by the responsible cadre leaders of the factory party group on the basis of a
“specisl questionnaire sad: satisfactory endorsement.

T. The m leader is also the recrulting agent for the combat group. The

difficulties 1n obtaining emrollments arise from the refusal of the SED members
to play at so}diering, for which they mostly allegs physical disqualifications.
This resistance . the part of the older SED members results in the combat groups
Peing composed preponderantly of young members whose party connections are slight.
This causes great anxiety to the central leadership, because these young growp
nembers have to be specially schooled politically and trainmed militarily. The
young people however ars only interested in training when it takes place on, work-

ing time.
l 8. The armed factory gwards will bde a subject of consideration (official or wnofficia
at the fourth SED party comference. -

9. Present Sitwation in Individual Pactories.

8. Leuma-Werke, Nerseburg. Plangy employs.e] 86, 26,990 men. It is protected by"

‘ sa arsied foroe of ®bowt Bg-m-m smt?a The total strength of the combat
group 1s 250 men, who work in three shifts in sub-groups of three men each.
One man in each squad 1is armed with a 8oviet machine pistol, the other two
SArry earbines. The combdat group is to be increased to 500 men, so that
about 170 men can be employed per shift. Thers are instructions that, in an
emergency, reocurse oan be had to the stock of weapons of the Volkspolizei
guwards stationeld to protect the faotory. .

b. A} Brandeiburg-Havel armed §rovps 3¢ far oxist only in the Stalilverk Branden-
durg and the Rrnet Thilmann shipyard. The steelworks group has 30 NeR per
Shift; the shipysrd, oaly 40 men altogether. The other factories at Brendendw
Navel have only groups of nine or 10 men armed with amy pistols. .

"o, "im Heptun shipyard at Rostook and the Warnow lumm at WVarnemiinde each have
armed groups of 120 mem, .

d. The variows large metallurgical works at Magdeburg so far have only insignifies
+ groups. The older SED members in these plants refuse to let themselves be arme

¢. Stahlverk Kemningsdorf. A combat §roup of 10 men per shift has been formed fr¢
the reorganised plant police. Among the 6,000 men employed, the leadership so
far has been able to enlist and ara for the combat growp only 30 more men,.
.additional to the plaat police. In the LRV, Works at Renningsdorf there is
8n armed growp of abowt 100 men. . e . '
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f. The organisation of armed combat groups has met with diffioulties at the
Stahlwerk Mnterwelleadberg, snd in Thale, Pinsterwalde and Eberswalde.

& ‘The power plants in the vioiaity of Berlin, which should b especially well

guarded, have 50 far deen umable to prganise armed groups of the desired
strength because of unwillingness of employess, including the SED members.
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